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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-20 as follows: 



1. (Currently Amended) A surface drying system having a vacuum source 
comprising: 

a water-impermeable membrane having an upper side, a lower side, and a 
perimeter, the lower side being configured to be positioned proximate to the 
surface to be dried; 

a port within the membrane, the port configured to allow water and air to pass 
from the lower side to the upper side of the membrane and the va cuum som^a; 
and 

a grid associated with the lower side of the membrane, the grid further comprising 
a lattice-work f ormation* the lattice-work formation being created mom a 
plurality of superimposed strands, s uch that when the grid hemg is applied to 
the surface, a nd configured to provide a plurality of passageways is provided 
that p e rmitting permit the travel of air and water between the surface and the 
membrane from locations distant from the port toward the port when the 
membrane is placed adjacent the surface, 

wherein the vacuum source creates an enclosure of negative pressure within the 
perimeter of the membrane and urges water to flow through the passageways 
towards the vacuum source to effect moisture removal. 

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the grid is formed separately from the 
membrane. 

3. (Canceled) 
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4. (Previously Presented) The system of Claim 1, wherein the membrane is a plastic 
sheet. 

5. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the port includes a manifold, the 
manifold having at least one nozzle, the first end of the nozzle connectable in fluid 
communication with the vacuum source and the second end of the nozzle in fluid 
communication with the port. 

6. (Original) The system of Claim 1 wherein the perimeter of the membrane is sealed 
to the surface with tape. 

7. (Currently Amended) A surface drying system having a vacuum source 
comprising: 

a grid placed over a surface to be dried, the grid including a first plurality of 
strands and ft second plurality of strands, the first plural ity of strands bein g 
superimposed over the second pl urality of strands to create a lattice-work 
formation: 

a manifold having a nozzle, the nozzle having a first end and a second end, the 
first end of the nozzle being connectable in fluid communication with the 
vacuum source, the second end in fluid communication with the grid and the 
vacuum source ; and 

a water-impermeable membrane sealed around the first end of the nozzle, the 
manifold and the grid, the membrane further having a perimeter being sealed 
to the surface, 

wherein when the manifold is exposed to the vacuum source the vacuum source 
creates an enclosure of negative pressure within the perimeter of the sealed 
membrane and urges the membrane toward the grid, further urging water to 
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flow through the grid toward the second end of the nozzle to effect moisture 
removal. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) A surface drying system having a vacuum source 
comprising: 

a grid placed over a surface to be dried, the grid having a first plurality of strands 
and a second plurality of strands, the first plurality of strands being 
superimposed over the second plurality of strands to create a lattice-work 
formation; 

a manifold placed over the grid, the manifold having at least one nozzle having a 
first end and a second end, the first end being connected with a vacuum 
source, the second in fluid communication with the grid; and 

an impermeable membrane sealed around the first end of the at least one nozzle, 
the manifold and the grid, the perimeter of the impermeable membrane being 
sealed to the surface, 

wherein the manifold is exposed to the vacuum source to create an enclosure of 
negative pressure within the perimeter of the sealed plastic sheet and causes 
the sheet to collapse onto the grid, whereby the negative pressure causes 
water to flow through the lattice-work formation to the second end of the 
nozzle to effect moisture removal underneath and from the surface. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method for removing moisture from a moisture-laden 
surface using a vacuum source, the method comprising: 

connecting the vacuum source to a first end of a flexible hose, the flexible hose 
having a second end; 
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placing a grid having a plurality of strands over the moisture-laden surface, the 
plurality of stands being superimposed and forming creatine a lattice-work 
formation : 

placing a manifold having a port and an orifice, the orifice positioned into the 
grid; 

connecting the second end of the flexible hose to the port of the manifold; 

placing an impermeable membrane over the surface and around the manifold; 

sealing the manifold to (he impermeable membrane; 

sealing the perimeter of the impermeable membrane to the surface; and 

engaging the blower to apply the vacuum, creating within the sealed 
impermeable membrane an enclosure of negative pressure, the enclosure of 
negative pressure being restrained from completely collapsing onto the 
surface by the grid, the enclosure of negative pressure causing water to flow 
through the spaces in the lattice-work formation and towards the orifice of the 
manifold and to the blower, thereby effecting moisture removal underneath 
and from the surface. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the impermeable 
membrane assumes the form of the lattice-work formation by pressing against the 
grid. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 11, wherein the impermeable membrane is a 
plastic sheet. 

13. (Currently Amended) A surface drying system having a vacuum source 
comprising; 

a grid placed over the surface to be dried, the grid including a, first plurality nf 

stands and a second plurality of str ands, the first plurality of strand* 
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superimposing over the sec ond plurality of strands to create a lattice-work 
formation oonfigurod to form a lottioo - work, the lattice-work formation 
providing spaces; 

a manifold placed over the grid, the manifold having at least one nozzle having a 
first end and a second end, the first end being connected with the vacuum 
source, the second end pointed toward the grid; and 

an impermeable membrane placed around the first end of the at least one nozzle, 
the manifold, and the grid, the perimeter of the impermeable membrane being 
sealed to the surface, 

wherein the manifold is exposed to the vacuum source to create an enclosure of 
negative pressure within the perimeter of the sealed impermeable membrane 
and causes the membrane to collapse onto the grid, whereby the negative 
pressure causes water to flow through the spaces within the lattic e- work 
formation to the second end of the nozzle to the vacuum source to effect 
moisture removal underneath and from the surface. 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 14 wherein the impermeable 
membrane assumes the shape of the latticework formation by pressing against 
the grid. 

16. (Original) The system of Claim 15 wherein the impermeable membrane is a 
plastic sheet. 

17. (Currently Amended) A surface drying system having a vacuum source 
comprising: 
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a grid placed over the surface to be dried, the grid having a first plane of strands 
and a second plane of strands, die first plane of strands being superimposed 
over the second plane of strands to create spaces between the strands and 
between the planes to fern create a lattice-work formation: 

a manifold placed over the grid, the manifold having at least one no2zle having a 
first end and a second end, the first end correctable with the vacuum source, 
the second end in fluid communication with the grid; and 

an impermeable membrane sealed around the first end of the at least one nozzle, 
the manifold and the grid, the perimeter of the impermeable membrane being 
sealed to the surface, wherein the manifold is exposed to the vacuum source to 
create an enclosure of negative pressure within the perimeter of the sealed 
impermeable membrane and causes the membrane to collapse onto the grid, 
whereby the negative pressure causes water and air to flow through the spaces 
to the second end of the nozzle to the vacuum source to effect moisture 
removal underneath and from the surface. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 17, wherein the lattice -work 
formation provides spaces between the impermeable membrane and the surface 
whereby negative pressure causes air and moisture to pass between the first and 
second planes, 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 18, wherein the impermeable 
membrane assumes the form of the lattice-work formation by pressing against the 
grid. 

20. (Original) The system of Claim 19 wherein the impermeable membrane is a 
plastic sheet. 
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